National regulations on animal experiments vary widely between countries but growing numbers of researchers in Britain believe that the procedures are in need of an overhaul. And a new report by a group of members of Britain's upper house of parliament, the House of Lords, advises a shakeup that both speeds up consideration of researchers' requests but opens up public scrutiny of such work.
The report says that the UK has the world's tightest system of regulation but many researchers are now concerned that the bureaucracy associated with the regulations is stifling research. Every application to conduct animal research is subjected to a cost-benefit assessment and is examined by a local ethical review process and by a government inspectorate. 
